ORDINANCE 15-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL TO AMEND ARTICLE I OF
CHAPTER 12 OF THE ROSWELL CITY CODE BY REPEALING A PROVISION
PERTAINING TO FALSE AND LIBELOUS CAMPAIGN LITERATURE, AND TO
AMEND ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 12 PERTAINING TO CAMPAIGN
FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE AND REPORTING, TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL
OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT, AND TO PROVIDE FOR SEVERABILITY
AND EFFECTIVE DATE

WHEREAS, the provisions of section 12-2 of the Roswell City Code would be subject to
challenge under the free speech and press clauses of the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution and Article 2, section 17 of the New Mexico Constitution, and should therefore be
repealed; and

WHEREAS, the current campaign financing disclosure timelines are confusing, and the
term “contribution” is imprecise, so that these provisions should be re-written to provide clarity
to candidates and their campaigns;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AS THE
GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, that:

SECTION 1. Chapter 12 of the Roswell City Code is hereby amended by repealing amending
section 12-2 in its entirety.

SECTION 2. Chapter 12 of the Roswell City Code is hereby amended by amending section 12-6
to read as follows:

Section 12-6. Compliance

(a) All municipal elections in the city shall be conducted in accordance with the
provisions of this article

(b) For the purposes of the provisions of this article a person is not a candidate
until that person has completed the official declaration of candidacy.

(c) “Contribution” means a gift, subscription, loan, advance or deposit of money or
other thing of value, including the estimated value of an in-kind contribution, that is
made or received for the purpose of electing a candidate to a municipal office,
including payment of a debt incurred in an election campaign, but “contribution” does not
include the value of services provided without compensation or unreimbursed travel
or other personal expenses of individuals who volunteer a portion or all of their time
on behalf of a candidate for a municipal office.

SECTION 3. Chapter 12 of the Roswell City Code is hereby amended by amending section 12-7
to read as follows:

Section 12-7. Campaign treasurers

(a) Every candidate or slate of candidates shall appoint an individual, to be known as
the campaign treasurer, to maintain a complete record and an itemized statement of the
receipt and disbursement of goods, services and financial aid on forms provided by the
city clerk. There shall be attached to each itemized statement filed by the campaign
treasurer the following oath which shall be executed and subscribed by the campaign
treasurer:

“I , a campaign treasurer in a municipal election,
do hereby solemnly swear that the following statement is a just, true and correct
account of the matters therein stated; that no item of receipt or disbursement has been







